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On
 

 

 S V M

 A  She laid the carpet ( ) the floor. 

 B   I discovered blood stains ( ) his coat. 

 . Jane is sitting ( ) the sofa. 

 . I threw myself ( ) the grass to rest ( ). 

 . She has a ring ( ) her finger. 

 . The boat has been floating ( ) the water for a week. 

 . New York is situated ( ) the Hudson River. 

 

 S V ( )

 A  He lay ( ) his back. 

 B   ( ) principle I don t smoke. 

 . The earth turns ( ) its axis.

 . They fell ( ) their knees to thank God. 

 . I will act ( ) your advice. 

 . I cannot accept the offer ( ) such terms.  

 . I will do it ( ) condition that I shall be paid. 

Drill  

 . He was lying ( ) his back ( ) the lawn. 

  Direct taxation is usually based ( ) income.  

 . I congratulate you ( ) passing the examination. 
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 A   
 B    
   A on B A B A B

 
         A on B A B A B B A

A under B B A
 

 .  
   cf.  She was sitting in the armchair.  
 .  
   I threw myself on the grass which I could (=was to) rest on.  
 .  
   cf.  I looked at her finger with a ring.  
 .  
   cf.  Many fishes were swimming in the water.  
     The wrecked ship was lying under the water.  
 .  
   cf.  The Hudson River runs through New York.
 

 A   
 B    
   A on B on B A

S V ( )  
         on  

 .  
 .  
 .  
   cf.  act on  = work on  
 .  
    term (in) (for) (on) (on) 
 .  
  cf.  I will do it if I am paid. 

Drill
 .  
   on/ on  cf.  with his back on the lawn, on one s face  
 .  
    base on  be based on   on a basis of  
 .  
    congratulate on  
   cf.  on the ground that S V  on (the ground of) ing 
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 S V C / S V O C

 A  The workers of the company were ( ) strike. 

 B   He was ( ) the verge of ruin. 

 . A policeman must not smoke while he is ( ) duty. 

 . Mail this letter ( ) your way to office, please. 

 . He went to Osaka ( ) business. 

 . The building was ( ) fire. 

 

 S V ( )

 A  He will come back ( ) the morning of the 15th. 

 B   ( ) his return to Tokyo, he started his new business. 

 N.B.   As soon as ..., Just when ...  

     The moment ..., The instant ..., The minute ..., 

     Hardly ...when, Scarcely ... before, No sooner ... than  

     Immediately ..., Instantly ..., Directly ...  

 . I was born ( ) the 28th of February in 1943. 

 . I will go there ( ) Sunday next. 

 . It happened ( ) the evening of the 13th. 

 . We walked together in the wood ( ) a fine morning. 

 . ( ) reaching the station, he rang me up. 

 . ( ) seeing me, he walked up to me smiling. 

 

Drill  

 . He goes ( ) duty at 8 a.m. and comes ( ) at 5 p.m. 

 . He was watching a bird ( ) the wing. 

 . They started ( ) an expedition to the North Pole. 

 . If it were fine today, I could go ( ) an excursion.  

 . Mother sent me ( ) an errand to the market. 
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 A   
 B    
   on on

 
         on

 

 .  
   cf.  on duty off duty / take a day off 
 .  
   on the way to office = work  
 .  
 .  
   catch fire  cf.  be in flames
 

 A   
 B    
   

on  
         on as soon as S V, just when S V

 

 .  
 .  
 .  
   cf.  It happened in the evening. 
 .  
   when it started to be fine in the morning  
 .  
    As soon as he reached the station, he rang me up.  
 .  
    No sooner had he seen me than he walked up to me smiling. 
 

Drill  
 .  
   on/ off be on (duty)  be off (duty)  
 .  
   on the wing = flying  
 .  
 .  
   cf.  go on , go to , go for
 .  
   cf.  go for shopping 
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On

 on on  

 

 S V M       

 

 S V O       

 

 S V C / S V O C   

 

 S V ( )      

 

 

On

 

 on  

  burst, chance, come, fall, flash, hit  

 

 on  

  count, depend, rely, fall back, feed, live, rest  

 

 on  

  agree, attend, dwell, insist, look, meditate, reflect, *wait  

 

 on  

  act, tell, work 

  cf.  energy, influence, effect, emphasis, attack  

 

 A on B  

  impress, congratulate, *blame on , bestow  

 

55  

 on  

 pension, rice, income, salary on  

 term, condition, advice, principle, ground on  

 errand, expedition, excursion, visit, hike on  

 business, display, duty, strike, sale, exposition on  

 the air, the increase, the radio, the rise, the move, the way, the wing on  

 the brink, the edge, the lip, the precipice, the verge on  

   cf.  on the point of  


